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You left as a child?

Come back as a student!

Information booklet for students who are “Returning Minors” and “Citizens Born Abroad”.

If you are interested in further studies in Israel or you are a ‘Returning Minor’ and a  ‘Citizen Born Abroad’ – this booklet is for you!

Who is a Returning Minor*?

A Returning Minor is someone who meets all these criteria:

· You were either born in Israel or immigrated as a child

· You left with your parents while under the age of 14

· You lived abroad for at least 4 consecutive years

· You are returning to Israel at the age of 17 or over 

· Your parents did not work for an Israeli company or institution abroad during the five years preceding your return

Who is a Citizen Born Abroad*? 

A citizen born abroad is someone born outside of Israel to an Israeli parent, or a parent who previously made aliyah. For a citizen born abroad, the rights and period of entitlement to benefits are similar to a new immigrant and, in most cases, begin from the date of receiving an Israeli identity card.

In this booklet “new immigrant” also includes citizens born abroad.

You Left As A Child? Come Back As A Student.

You are in a unique position in which you already have Israeli citizenship, are probably familiar with Israel and perhaps also know Hebrew. You have Israeli parents (or parent) who can advise you and possibly family in Israel who can make enquiries for you. But is the information you have collected accurate and up to date? Have you asked all the right questions? 

This booklet has been prepared in order to assist you on your journey home.  Its purpose is to provide you with the most updated information and to direct you to the most qualified sources as you make your way as a student in Israel.

You can find more information in brochures for new immigrant students, and information on the Internet site of the Ministry of Absorption and the Jewish Agency – addresses are listed at the end of this booklet.

_______________________________________________________________

*An accurate definition of the terms ‘Returning Minor’ & ‘Citizen Born Abroad’ and the documents necessary to attain these statuses can be found at the Ministry of Absorption web site: www.moia.gov.il/zakaim/zakaim1.html. You are also advised to consult your local Aliyah Shaliach. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Student Authority

The Student Authority helps new immigrant and Returning Minor students who study in recognized institutions of higher education in Israel. We are a joint partnership between the Ministry of Absorption and the Jewish Agency. Our aim is to provide the new immigrant student with information on studies in Israel, to give advice and guidance on suitable absorption and study tracks, to assist with tuition fees of up to 3 years, tutoring and individual aid and to initiate social and cultural events.

More information on the extent of Student Authority assistance and conditions for receiving it follows.

Israel can offer you quality higher education of the world’s highest standard.

Returning to Study in Israel:

The study options open to you are many and varied: 

· Eight universities 

· Academic Regional Colleges 

· Academic Institutions & Colleges

· Academic Engineering Colleges

· Technological Colleges for Practical Engineering

· Teaching Colleges

· Institutions for the Para-Medical Professions

· Art Colleges

· And many more

In Israel as in most western countries a distinction is made between academic degrees and certificate qualifications. The Israeli system is based on three academic degrees:

· Undergraduate Degree

· Graduate Degree

· Doctorate

The Student Authority provides assistance for undergraduate & graduate degrees, and for certificate studies where an undergraduate degree is a prerequisite.

The Student Authority also provides assistance for:

· Teaching Certificates 

· Practical Engineering 

· Certification in Nursing & Para-Medical Professions

· Certification in the Arts

The Student Authority assists students studying in institutions or courses of study recognized by The Council for Higher Education, The Ministry of Health, The Ministry of Education, The Ministry of Labor and The Government Institute for Technological Instruction.

Be sure to check that the Student Authority recognizes the specific course you have chosen so that your studies can be subsidized.

Admissions requirements for higher education:

Admission requirements for Undergraduate studies in institutions of higher education in Israel:

· High school certificate (further information follows)

· Psychometric Entrance Test or SAT1

· Knowledge of English & Hebrew

· Specific requirements according to the field of study:

· portfolio for art

· personal interview for psychology or social work

· audition for drama

· mathematics exam for engineering & natural sciences

· Ministry of Education exam for teaching

Admission requirements for Graduate studies in institutions of higher education in Israel:

· Completion of Undergraduate studies with good grades

· International examinations (Such as GRE, GMAT) for certain tracks

· See table at end of booklet

· Knowledge of English and Hebrew

The Psychometric Entrance Exam:

The Psychometric Entrance Exam is the Israeli university entrance exam, equivalent to the American SAT1. (This exam is accepted as an alternative for all subjects except Medicine, Dental Medicine, and Veterinary Medicine at the Hebrew University). 

The Psychometric Entrance Exam is divided into 3 parts:

· Use of language (verbal skills)

· Mathematics

· Knowledge of English

The test is multiple choice and it is possible to take it in Hebrew, a combined Hebrew/English version (difficult words are translated into English) or in French, Spanish, Arabic, or Russian.

The psychometric exam can be taken in foreign languages in Israel in March/April & July (French & Spanish only July). The exam can be taken in Hebrew also in February, October & November. The exam can be taken abroad in April/May in New York, Paris and Marseille, and in July in Montevideo & Buenos Aires. 

The exam results are valid for 10 years, and it is possible to take the exam more than once provided that 6 months have passed since the last exam. (The highest score is considered for admission).

Y.AE.L – Hebrew Knowledge Exam:  Required of students who take the psychometric exam in a language other than Hebrew, and whose high school completion is from abroad. The exam is a requirement for students registering for a masters degree. The Yael Hebrew exam is a separate part of the psychometric exam but not included in the final score. 

M.M.I – the placement exam in mathematics: students registering for undergraduate studies in engineering or natural science subjects may be requested to do this exam, under the auspices of the Center for Evaluation & Testing.  Some institutions have their own mathematics exams.

Please note: If you are an American high school student you would be advised to take the SAT1 exam. You can always then take the Psychometric Test later. The University will choose the higher score.

Registration for the Psychometric Exam: 

Registration for the psychometric exam is separate from registration to university or college. The registration papers can be purchased at bookshops and on campuses in Israel. There is a fee for registration and the exam itself.

Hebrew Knowledge:

As someone born or brought up in Israel, with Israeli parents, you probably have some knowledge of Hebrew. The question is: is this knowledge sufficient to enable you to begin your academic studies in Hebrew? Will you be able to follow lectures given in Hebrew? Write papers in Hebrew? Perhaps you speak fluently, but can you read and write fluently?

If your answers to these questions are mostly negative then we recommend you begin with an Ulpan.  There are many types of Ulpanim but the ones we discuss here are geared to students. 

An Ulpan lasts 5 months, and includes intensive morning studies, about 25 hours per week. Most Ulpanim are based on graded Hebrew levels from beginners to advanced. (There are usually 6 levels). If you decide to go to an Ulpan first, it is important to make sure you choose an Ulpan which is most tailored to your needs.

Please Note: The minimum Hebrew level for University acceptance is ‘gimmel/daled’, but you are strongly advised to reach a higher level of proficiency before commencing your studies.  There may be a discrepancy between the University Hebrew level ‘gimmel’ (as well as all other levels) and other Ulpan programs; completion of an Ulpan is not a guarantee for passing the Hebrew requirement for University acceptance. 

Ulpanim Suitable for Students:

There are a number of Ulpanim that specialize in teaching Hebrew to potential students of Higher Education in Israel and the study program is geared towards their needs. Representatives of the Student Authority visit these Ulpanim regularly to provide information and advice. They sometimes accompanied by representatives from institutions of higher education. 

A. Ulpan Kibbutz Ramat Yochanan & Ein Hashofet: Studies on the kibbutz are combined with work on the kibbutz, (about 24-25 hours per week work and the same number of hours studying). Ulpan Ramat Yochanan opens twice a year and lasts 5 months. Ulpan Ein Hashofet opens in September, and enables beginners with no prior knowledge of Hebrew to go through two 5 month ulpanim consecutively. You can get more information on Ulpan kibbutz from the following sources:  a booklet on kibbutz by The Jewish Agency, or First Step Right Step – by The Student Authority or from the Jewish Agency website.

B. The TAKA (Academic Absorption) Program: An Ulpan for students exempt from Mechina studies, built in two stages:

Ulpan A: 5 months for beginners

Ulpan B: Advanced Hebrew studies combined with TAKA (the pre-academic program - details to follow).

C. Summer Ulpan: An intensive 6-7 week long Ulpan that takes place in all the Universities in the summer months before the beginning of the academic year. Funding for this Ulpan is only provided by the Student Authority for eligible (details of criteria below) students who have already been accepted into regular academic studies. The summer Ulpan is compulsory for students on the Mechina Programs.

     Please note: If you have not studied Hebrew before, the summer

     Ulpan is not sufficient to prepare you for the required Hebrew level of

University studies and you are advised to study in a prior 5-month Ulpan.

D. Ulpanim with advanced Hebrew levels that are preferred by English speakers are: Kibbutz Ulpan Ma’agan Michael, external city ulpanim: Ulpan Etzion Jerusalem (with accommodation), Ulpan Gordon in Tel Aviv (without accommodation). These are regular Ulpanim, not specifically geared towards students.

Mechina Yes or No?

If you are fluent in English and Hebrew, and are not obligated by the University to take the Mechina (details to follow), you may be considering starting your studies without the Preparatory Year. Before you do so, please read the following:

What is the Mechina (Preparatory Program)?

The Mechina is a one-year pre-academic study program held at the six major Universities in Israel. The program is designed to strengthen overseas students in a variety of subjects, to improve Hebrew skills and to introduce Israeli instructional and study methods. The study tracks (parallel to the main University Faculties) are: Humanities, Social Sciences, Natural Sciences, Science and Engineering. The study program includes: Hebrew, English (when necessary), Jewish History, Mathematics, introductory courses and electives in the various faculties (About 35-40 weekly hours). 

During the Mechina, and provided there are sufficient same language students interested, a preparatory course for the Psychometric Exam may be arranged for an additional fee paid for by the student and not covered by The Student Authority.

Dates and Duration

The Mechina runs for between 8 and 11 months. It usually starts in July\August, beginning with a 6-7 weeks summer Ulpan. 

At the Technion the Mechina begins twice a year, in September & April. 

At Haifa University & at Bar Ilan University in addition to the Mechina opening in the summer there is a short Mechina for students with knowledge of Hebrew (& English) opening in January/February. (Opening of second semester Mechina is dependent on sufficient enrollment).

Please note: You are advised to check the requirements of the faculty where you wish to study before choosing your Mechina program. (It is not always possible to transfer from one Mechina to study in another institution, especially for those who study in the second semester Mechinot).

Who is obligated to study in the Mechina?

Students whose high school certificates are not equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut are obligated to study in the Mechina by The Hebrew University, Tel Aviv University, and some of the academic colleges. (An explanation on equivalency of high school certificates follows). Haifa University obligates students under 23 who do not know Hebrew to study in the Mechina, each case of students from abroad is considered on an individual basis. The Haifa Technion does not obligate students to study in the Mechina, but in order to be accepted to the Technion students must complete the final exams of the Mechina.

Equivalency of high school certificates: 

High school certificates from abroad can be evaluated by 

· The Department for Evaluating High School Certificates From Abroad in the Ministry of Education.
· The University registration offices.
High school certificates from abroad:

We distinguish between two types of high school certificates from abroad:

· High school certificates equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut (Matriculation)

· High school certificates recognized but not equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut.

The distinction comes from differences in the number of years studied until high school completion, the school curricula, the number of subject items required for high school completion, and the form of examination (national or local school exams).

Both types of high school completion enable students to continue their studies in Israel, however there are differences between the universities in the admission requirements for undergraduate studies. 

Equivalent high school certificates

Students with high school certificates equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut can register for academic studies according to the same criteria as Israeli high school graduates: meeting the admission requirements of the Faculty, including psychometric, without the requirement to do the Mechina.

Some of the institutions take high school grades into account together with the psychometric exam for admission. 

Some of the high school certificates considered equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut are:

France-BAC; Germany-Abitur; Belguim-CESS; England-O+A level; Canada-only Ontario; Sweden, Switzerland, Holland-VWO; Italy (13 years of study); Denmark, Norway, Australia, Finland and Austria - International Baccalaureate IB.

Nevertheless, students with equivalent high school certificates are sometimes required to take the Mechina, if their grades are low, or if they request a very selective faculty, or if the subjects they studied for high school do not match the requirements of the faculty.

High school certificates not equivalent to Israeli Bagrut

High school certificates from all other countries: (The United States, South Africa, South America, Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union and Asian countries) that enable entrance into local universities in these countries, are recognized in Israel as non-equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut, therefore obligating students who wish to study in most universities and some academic colleges to successfully complete a Preparatory Program (Mechina) before commencing academic studies.

Who is exempt from studying in the Mechina?

· Students with a high school certificate equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut (see above).

· Students who successfully completed one year (two semesters, usually 30 credits) of academic studies at a recognized academic institution abroad. This needs to be confirmed by the university registration office.

· Undergraduates registering for graduate studies or retraining programs for undergraduates. We recommend students exempt from the Mechina do the TAKA Program (see p.14).

Advantages of the Mechina:

Although the Mechina takes a year of studies, and utilizes a year of your Student Authority assistance (for details see below), it also provides you with certain advantages. The Mechina provides a relatively easy and somewhat sheltered environment from which to begin your entry into the academic world in Israel. Usually students in the Mechina receive dormitory accommodations (for an additional fee) on campus, or in Jewish Agency dormitories nearby. Counselors and advisors are available to assist new students, helping you to discover the system of higher education in Israel, and what course or institute might suit you best. Your knowledge of English and possibly of Hebrew exempts you from some courses, and in many Mechinot this will enable you to take courses of interest, for which you will receive academic credit. 

Important to know: If you apply to a degree program at the same university as your Mechina, your grades from the Mechina will be combined with your psychometric score and may improve your chances of acceptance. Tel Aviv & Bar Ilan Universities consider grades from Mechinot completed elsewhere.

The Mechina is also a wonderful opportunity to meet people from all over the world, to adjust slowly to your environment, and to examine your options for the future. Many students change their minds about what they want to study after a short time in Israel, and most of the students who studied in the Mechina do not feel that their time was wasted.

Alternative Study Options to the Mechina for Returning Minors:

If you have sufficient knowledge of Hebrew in order to begin your academic studies directly, and choose not to study in a Mechina, a number of options are open to you:

1. Direct registration to one of the academic colleges, or to Bar Ilan    University or Ben Gurion University, which do not require Mechina. This is conditional on having good grades in the subjects relevant to the subject you wish to study.

2. Hebrew University: Candidates whose high school matriculation certificate is not equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut (see above) may be eligible for first-year studies if they have completed one of the following: 
· One full year of university course work in Israel or abroad (usually 30 credits).
· Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations in the following combination: 6 examinations with grades of 4 or 5, including a foreign language or including a combination of Mathematics and either Biology or Chemistry. 

· Candidates who have completed a US high school diploma subsequent to nine years of study in Israel* may be considered at the discretion of the Appeals Committee if they have either a minimum of four Advanced Placement (AP) Examinations or have completed the following Bagrut examinations: 

a. Mathematics - 3 units or more; 
b. Hebrew (grammar and composition) - 2 units; 
c. Hebrew Literature or Bible or History - 2 units; 
d. Additional elective subject - 3 units, (not English or another language). Candidates who wish to study in a science-related faculty must take the additional examination in a science subject. 

* Candidates who have studied less than nine years in Israel and wish to take the above Bagrut examinations must first consult the Office of Overseas Admissions at the Hebrew University.
3. Tel Aviv University - candidates whose high school matriculation certificate is not equivalent to the Israeli Bagrut (see above) may be eligible for first-year studies if they meet one of the following criteria: 
a) Completion of at least one full academic year in Israel or abroad (in a subject relevant to that to which the candidate wishes to be accepted and subject to the special requirements of that faculty), 30 credits at least from one institution: candidates for Medicine need at least 40 credits. It is not possible to combine credit from different institutions.

b) Graduates from an American or Canadian high school with a minimum grade point average of B (3.0), Hebrew knowledge and minimum SAT score of 1270 (on SAT tests since April 1995 or SAT score of 1200 until March 1995) may register directly for studies at the University. These conditions do not apply to the Faculties of Engineering, Law, Medicine and the School of Architecture.

c) Israelis returning to Israel after completing high school in the U.S. or Canada (who stayed abroad no more than 3 years) can register directly to the University if they have a grade average of B (3.0) on their diploma and received at least 1,180 since April 1995 in SAT or 1100 until March 1995 (on condition that this includes at least 600 in mathematics). This condition does not apply to the Faculties of Engineering, Law, Medicine, and the School of Architecture.

d) Graduates of US high school with a grade average of B (3.0) and over who know Hebrew and have at least 4 AP examinations with a grade of 4 or 5 may apply to the university (acceptance to the different faculties will be according to their AP subjects).

e) Candidates not meeting these conditions and not accepted to the Mechina will be required to take three Israeli matriculation examinations as follows:

1. At least three units in mathematics with a minimum grade of 55.

2. One exam should be at least four units.

3. Each exam should be at least two units

4. At least 10 units together with a minimum grade of 60 in each exam (except Mathematics).

5. The exams must fulfill the requirements of the department of the candidate’s choice. 

6. Candidates in this category may apply to the Certificate Evaluator in the Registration Office to determine the conditions for their acceptance to the University.

f) Special requirements for applicants to the Faculties of Medicine, Exact Sciences, Engineering, and the School of Architecture.
a. Most foreign high school graduates must have successfully completed one year of the Mechina in the Natural Sciences program or one academic year in a university program which included at least one advanced mathematics course, equivalent to 5 units in the Israeli Matriculation certificate (“Bagrut”), as well as courses in the exact and natural sciences.

b. Those who hold the British G.C.E. must pass A-level exams in at least two subjects: mathematics and the exact or natural sciences.

c. Those who hold an International Baccalaureate (I.B.) must pass higher-level exams in at least two subjects: mathematics and the exact or natural sciences.

d. Graduates of French secondary schools must have certificates indicating successful completion of the mathematics or natural science course.

e. Graduates of US high school with a grade average of B (3.0) and over must pass 4 AP examinations including one in mathematics and another in an exact science subject with a grade of 4 or 5.
Please note: Registration & acceptance to the Mechina are NOT equivalent to acceptance to regular studies.  You are advised to double check the entrance requirements of the specific faculty you wish to enter, since these do change periodically.

TAKA: 

A pre-academic program designed specifically for students exempt from the Mechina, in other words students who:

· Have Bagrut equivalent matriculation
· Have studied at least one complete year in a recognized institution of higher education (at least 30 credits)
· Undergraduates registering for graduate studies or retraining programs for undergraduates
· Students registered to study in institutions, which do not require Mechina.
The Program is 5 months in duration.

Subjects studied: Advanced Hebrew, English, Mathematics & research methods (according to need), Computer knowledge, and one other academic subject. Students on the program may participate in academic lectures at the college. 
Preparation for the Psychometric Entrance Test is dependent on a sufficient number of same-language students, and requires an additional fee.

During the course of the program students receive professional career guidance and counseling. 

Conditions of acceptance to the program: Level Bet in Hebrew (it is possible to take the exam abroad through your Shaliach).

TAKA takes place in the following academic colleges:

Ashkelon Academic College – Housing in Kalanit Absorption Center, Ashkelon.

Emek Yisrael Academic College – Housing in Upper Nazareth Absorption Center.

Hadassah College Jerusalem – TAKA High Tech – A special program with emphasis on studying computers and mathematics, to prepare for studying high-tech subjects. Conditions of acceptance include a mathematics exam equivalent to 4 units of the Israeli Bagrut and a Hebrew exam. 

The TAKA program commences twice a year: in September/October and in March/April.

The TAKA program is funded by the Student Authority and is not included as part of the 3 years assistance to which each eligible student is entitled.

Please note: Final grades in TAKA are not relevant to University acceptance.

English Language Programs:

The language of instruction in all institutions of higher education in Israel is Hebrew (although there is considerable advantage to native English speakers when it comes to reading material, and often papers can be submitted in English). However there are also a number of options open to students for studying in English. For further details on programs in English please refer to the following web site: www.jajz-ed.org.il/highed (the Council of Higher Education, Committee for Oversees Students of the Planning Budgeting Committee).

Please note:

· The Student Authority does not offer assistance to students studying at branches of foreign universities in Israel.
· The tuition fee for programs in the English language is considerably higher than regular university fees, and the student is required to pay the difference.
Examples of some degrees that can be studied in English:
	Institution
	Subject
	Degree

	Haifa University
	English & General Studies
	Undergraduate

	Hebrew University

School for Overseas Students
	Jewish Studies, The Study of Religions, Middle Eastern Studies,

Society & Politics in Israel, Jewish Education, Agriculture


	Graduate

	Hebrew University
	Public Health

Botany
	MD

	Tel Aviv University
	History of the Middle East, Business Administration, 

Sackler Medical School New York State Medical Program*
	Graduate

MD

	Ben Gurion University
	International School for Desert Studies

International MA in Middle Eastern Studies

BGU – Columbia MD program in International Health
	Graduate

	Bar Ilan University
	Business Administration
	Graduate

	Weizmann Institute
	Science Subjects
	Graduate

	Technion
	The Technion American Medical Students Program
	MD

	The Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya
	Computer science, Business Administration, Government & Strategic studies
	Undergraduate


*Only for students from the US.

Registration Procedure from Abroad:

You can register directly to the universities, or you can register through the Student Authority offices via your Shaliach. Whichever you choose, you are strongly recommended to visit your Shaliach and open a Student File in order to check your eligibility for Student Authority assistance, and to confirm that the program of study you have chosen is recognized by the Student Authority. You are advised to bring to your meeting with the Shaliach copies of all previous study documents (transcripts as well as final certificates) and proof of living abroad (passports, school records, etc.).

Please note: at every institution where you register you will be required to present original documents, even if the registration was completed by fax. (If your documents are in a language other than English, French or Spanish you will need to provide a notarized translation). If you have post high school studies then in addition to the certificate you will also need to present transcripts. Only AFTER you have been accepted to studies will the faculty consider giving credit for courses studied abroad.

Please note: Because of your special status you are advised to check everything in advance, and not wait till the last minute before arranging your studies. The Student Authority has a department, which deals with applications of students still abroad. For further information contact us:

For English speakers: naomis@moia.gov.il

For French speakers: oshritms@moia.gov.il

For Spanish speakers: monikms@moia.gov.il

Student Authority Assistance:

The Student Authority will fund up to three years tuition fees under the following conditions:

1. Your status must be that of a new immigrant, Returning Minor, or citizen born abroad.
2. You must have a high school certificate, which would qualify you to enter university in your country of origin.

3.You must begin your studies within 36 months of receiving your Returning Minor status (the three year period does not include time spent during army service, national service or Hesder yeshiva).
4. Age Requirements

The age requirement refers to the age of the student on commencing studies.  “Up to the age of” means before the birthday of.

In order to receive assistance from the Student Authority:

· Candidates who begin their studies before the age of 23 can receive assistance for Mechina (i.e. before the candidate’s 23rd birthday)
· Candidates who begin their studies before the age of 27 can receive assistance for a Bachelors’ degrees. 
· Candidates who begin their studies before the age of 28 can receive assistance for practical engineering. 
· Candidates who begin their studies before the age of 30 can receive assistance for a Master’s degrees or for certificate studies for undergraduates. 
Please note: Service in the army freezes time considered from making Aliyah, but not the age requirement for commencement of studies!
5. Assistance is given to students in recognized institutions only.

6. Assistance is given for regular studies only (i.e. not students classified by the university as Special Status Students).

7. Student Authority does not give assistance for doctoral studies*.

8. Assistance is not granted for repeating a degree, except in the following case: Students accepted to study medicine or law, who made Aliyah from countries where a prior requirement for studying these subjects is having an undergraduate degree.

9. There is no assistance for studying in branches of foreign universities.

10. There is no assistance for repeating an academic year, for whatever reason.

11. Students must study consecutively year after year (with the exception of breaks for army service).

* There is assistance for doctoral studies through the Department for Absorption in Science. (www.moia.gov.il)

Please note: Assistance is for a maximum of 3 years. The Student Authority covers tuition fees only, and does not include additional costs for which the student is responsible, such as registration fees, rent or dormitory fees, living and travel expenses or payment for use of library, laboratories, campus security, and participation in the preparatory course for the Psychometric exam. Tuition fees are paid for up to 3 years, payment for the Preparatory year which precedes undergraduate studies, or for the supplementary year which precedes graduate studies is included as part of the 3 year maximum entitlement.

The tuition fees are based on university scales, and in institutions with higher fees the student must pay the difference.

Should I study first or do my army service first?

Every individual must check with the qualified authorities as to what his/her requirements and options are vis-à-vis the army and how best to integrate them into his/her plans. You are advised to sort out the issue of your conscription with the Israeli Consul before coming to Israel. However, a permit from the Consul is not an alternative to a permit from the Army Induction Center in Israel, and every Returning Minor must register with the army upon returning to Israel.

For more information:

IDF website: www.idf.il 

Ministry of Defense website: www.mod.gov.il  

Ministry of Immigrant Absorption website:

www.moia.gov.il/english/types/army/army.html
Assistance for discharged soldiers:

Select information on the assistance available to discharged soldiers:

Under the “Law for Discharged Soldiers” there is special assistance in the form of:

· A discharge grant

· A personal deposit

· Special assistance

The sum of the discharge grant & personal deposit are calculated according to the length of army service. The special assistance is based on socioeconomic factors, and provides assistance for students in Mechinot or studying engineering, it covers tuition and grants.

Please note: The assistance you are entitled to from the Student Authority as a Returning Minor is in no way decreased because of the benefits you receive as a discharged soldier, while the rights you are entitled to from the Student Authority are frozen until completion of the  army or national service. Accordingly it is possible to receive assistance for the Mechina as a discharged soldier, and then receive three years assistance from the Student Authority.

For more information on the rights for discharged soldiers request the booklet produced by the Ministry of Defense, or see the web sites listed here. You may also contact the Guidance Department for Discharged soldiers at Tel. 03 6977999.

Status & Rights:

Returning Minors

Previous visits to Israel which will influence your eligibility: For example: If you are a Returning Minor and have visited or stayed in Israel for longer than 4 months (continuously or accumulatively) in the same calendar year, since you left Israel as a child: or if you studied part of your high school in Israel: or you spent time in Israel for any other reason and for different time periods – all these – all these may affect your status & eligibility. 

A Returning Minor can arrive in Israel and stay for up to 12 months in a study program for up to 6 months or in a program recognized by the Jewish Agency of at least 5 months.

This period is considered a visit without losing future rights. Such a visit is possible only once. Staying in Israel longer than 12 months will activate your immigrant rights, even if you have not taken out a Teudat Zakaut (certificate of eligibility). This means that your last date of entry to Israel will be considered as your date of Aliyah, when your immigrant rights began.

Please note: We are referring to your rights in the Ministry of Absorption only. In order to check your tax rights approach the customs offices directly. You must sort out your health insurance through the Bituach Leumi offices.

Citizens Born Abroad

As a citizen born abroad, on the condition that you have an Israeli I.D. number you will receive your Teudat Zakaut (eligibility certificate) upon arrival at the airport, as do regular immigrants. Before this the Shaliach will check previous visits to Israel during the past 7 years (visits which amount to less than 3 years in total will not affect your eligibility. Please note that calculation for eligibility for the Absorption Basket is separate). However: the period of entitlement to benefits as a new immigrant begins from the date of receiving an Israeli Identity Card, or from the date of receiving your Eligibility Certificate, which ever comes first.

Start Abroad: You are advised to begin the process of recognition as a Returning Minor while you are still abroad, by paying a visit to your local Shaliach. You should bring with you documents that prove your (and your parents’) stay abroad. It is possible for your status, in the Ministry of Absorption, to be approved prior to your arrival. Receiving your Teudat Zakaut (Eligibility Certificate) is conditional upon reporting to the IDF and producing proof of having reported to the Ministry of Interior. Starting the process through your Shaliach will save you time and effort in Israel.

Continue in Israel: Being recognized as a Returning Minor:

You will receive your Teudat Zakaut (Eligibility Certificate - enabling the Returning Minor to receive the rights specific to this category) from the Ministry of Absorption only once you have presented certain documents. So give yourself time, and be prepared for a brief run-around.
The initial Certification Process Step by step:

 Start while still abroad by having your documents approved through the Shaliach. Bring the permit he gives you and all other documents with you to Israel. The Shaliach can also help you check your eligibility for Student Authority assistance.

   You have arrived in Israel! You must take out a Teudat Zehut (Identity Card that every Israeli at the age of sixteen must apply for) at the Ministry of Interior. 
  After this you must report to the IDF Induction Center: The IDF will give you a permit to confirm you were there. (They may need to order your IDF file from another induction center, you may be asked to return, have patience!)

  With your ID card and IDF permit, and proof that you and your parents have been living abroad, and 2 passport photos you must visit the Ministry of Absorption to receive your Teudat Zakaut.

  Only once you have your Teudat Zakaut are you entitled to receive help from the Government, including the Student Authority.

You will also need to go and register at Bituach Leumi, The National Insurance Institute, to sort out the issue of your medical insurance.

It is important that you give yourself sufficient time and bring enough money with you to pay the initial fees enabling you to begin your university studies on time.

Note: Without a Teudat Zakaut from the Ministry of Absorption and without a permit from the IDF you cannot receive any assistance from the Student Authority. 

The experience of ‘Coming Home’: Congratulations on your decision, you’re here and we are happy to welcome you. Some of you may have spent every summer here at your grandmother, while some of you may hardly know the country at all. Whichever it is, you probably expect things to be easier for you than they are for the average immigrant who has no prior knowledge of Israel. Even so, a word of advice: Give yourself time. Don’t be surprised if despite your previous knowledge you experience culture shock. Sometimes the language or mentality may be confusing, or you may be confronted with unexpected problems. All beginnings are difficult. We congratulate you on your return home, and will be happy to help with any questions you may have.

International Examinations

GMAT – Graduate Management Admissions Test – the entrance exam for second degree in Business Administration

TOEFL – Test of English as  a Foreign Language

SAT 1 – Entrance exam to universities in the U.S.A.

GRE – Graduate Records Examinations. There are two exams: general GRE + subject GRE

	
	GMAT
	TOEFL
	SAT-1
	GRE*

	Hebrew University
	Entrance requirement for MBA 
	Entrance requirement for programs at the Rothberg International School for students who are not from English speaking countries
	Accepted instead of Psychometric as entrance requirement for undergraduate studies in all subjects except for medicine, dental medicine & veterinary science
	Entrance requirement for MA in psychology & in educational psychology, & clinical psychology of the child.

Entrance requirement for the graduate program at the Rothberg International School for candidates from the US only.



	Tel-Aviv University
	Entrance requirement for all graduate degrees in the school of business administration

(MBA, MHA, MSC in management)
	
	Accepted instead of Psychometric as entrance requirement for undergraduate studies
	A GRE exam in psychology is an entrance requirement for graduate studies in psychology (all tracks).

A GRE exam in computers is an entrance requirement for graduate studies in computers.

	Technion
	Entrance requirement for MBA 


	Compulsory entrance exam. Requirement for students not from English speaking countries wanting to do graduate studies, or they can take the Technion’s own exam
	Accepted instead of Psychometric as entrance requirement for undergraduate studies
	Entrance requirement for graduate studies for candidates with degree from abroad

	Bar-Ilan University
	Entrance requirement for MBA
	
	Accepted instead of Psychometric as entrance requirement for undergraduate studies
	

	Ben-Gurion University
	Entrance requirement for graduate studies in the Faculty of Management

(MBA, MHA, MA in public policy & administration, executive MBA & MHA)
	
	Accepted instead of Psychometric as entrance requirement for undergraduate studies
	Candidates with undergraduate studies from abroad may be required to take the general GRE exam (except candidates to the faculty of management).  Candidates whose degree is in one of the following subjects will also be required to take the subject GRE: biochemistry, biology, chemistry, computers, literature, mathematics, physics.

	Haifa University
	Entrance requirement for the MBA
	
	Accepted instead of Psychometric as entrance requirement for undergraduate
	Entrance requirement to graduate studies for candidates with degree from abroad


MBA = Master of Business Administration

MHA = Master of Health Administration

  MSC = Master of Science

Useful web sites, addresses and phone numbers in Israel:

The Jewish Agency: www.jafi.org.il, www.jafi.org.il/aliyah

The Ministry of Immigrant Absorption (Misrad Haklita): www.moia.gov.il
Academic information

The National Institute for Testing and Evaluation

(responsible for the Psychometric Entrance Exam):

http://www.academia.nite.org.il

www.che.org.il - Council for Higher Education

www.moital.gov.il
  - The Government Institute for Technological Instruction

www.huji.ac.il - Hebrew University Jerusalem

www.tau.ac.il - Tel Aviv University

www.bgu.ac.il - Ben Gurion University

www.biu.ac.il- Bar Ilan University

www.haifa.ac.il - Haifa University

www.technion.ac.il - Technion

The Student Authority: (Minhal Hastudentim)

For English speakers: naomis@moia.gov.il, Tel: 02-6214589

For French speakers: oshritms@moia.gov.il, Tel: 02-6214582

For Spanish speakers: monikms@moia.gov.il, Tel: 02-6214605

Jerusalem: 15Rehov Hillel, tel. 02 6214538-43

Tel Aviv: 6 Rehov Esther Hamalka Tel. 03 5209155

Beer Sheva: 1 Rehov Zalman Shazar, Tel. 08 6261229

Haifa: 15 Rehov Pal Yam, Tel. 04 8631143/5

Information Centers for New Immigrants: (Merkazei Meida)
Ashdod – 1 Rehov Shavei Zion, Tel. 08 8565873\4\5

Beer-Sheva – 38  Rehov Hahagana, Tel. 08 6288562\3

Haifa – 131 Rehov Hamaginim  tel. 04 8567606

Tiberias – 47 Rehov Hashomer  tel. 04 6722048

Jerusalem – Migdal Ha’ir, 34 Ben Yehuda, 14th floor – tel. 02 6202251

Tel Aviv – 33 Rehov King George Ramat Aviv  tel. 03 5280095

Ministry of Interior: (Misrad Hapnim)
Jerusalem – 1 Rehov Shlomtzion Hamalka tel. 02 6290222

Tel Aviv – 9 Rehov Ahad Haam  tel. 03 5193227

Haifa – 11 Rehov Hassan Shukri tel. 04 8616222

Beer Sheva – 38 Rehov Hahaganah tel. 08 6288562\3

IDF Induction Centers: (Lishkat Hagiyus)

Jerusalem – 103 Rehov Rashi tel. 02 5007000

Tel Aviv – Tel Hashomer tel.03 7376000

Haifa – 12 Rehov Omer Elkayam tel.04 8600700

Beer Sheva – 22 Rehov Yad Vashem tel. 08 6650060

www.idf.il  The army web site:
www.mod.gov.il  The Ministry of Defense web site

The Ministry of Absorption web site www.moia.gov.il/english/types/army/army.html
Oleh Organizations:

Association for Americans and Canadians in Israel (AACI): www.aaci.org.il
Jerusalem: 6 Rehov Mane tel. 02 5617151

Tel Aviv: 198 Rehov Hayarkon tel.03 5291707

Haifa: 131 Rehov Hamaginim tel. 04 8567606

Beer Sheva: Rehov Mordechai Namir (Community Center) tel. 08 6433953

Netanya: 28 Rehov Shmuel Hanatsiv tel. 09 8330950

UJIA – (for Immigrants from the UK, Australia, Sweden. New Zealand): www.ujia.org.il
Tel Aviv: 76 Rehov Ibn Gvirol tel.03 6965244

Jerusalem: 13 Sderot Ben Maimon tel. 02 5634822

South African Zionist Federation:

Raanana: 19\3 Rehov Shwartz tel. 09 7446110

For further information abroad please contact:

USA
Israel Aliyah Centers 

New York, NY

Tel. (212) 339-6063

E-mail: ipc@jazo.org.il
Los Angeles, CA

Tel. (323) 658-7301

E-mail aliyah@jewishla.org
Chicago, IL

Tel. (847) 674-8861

E-mail shalom1948@earthlink.net
Miami, FL

Tel. (305) 573-7631 

E-mail aliyahmiami@gmjf.org
Boston, MA

Tel. (617) 457-8750

E-mail bostonaliyah@jazo.org.il
Washington D.C./Mid-Atlantic

Tel. (301) 881-4407 
E-mail: dcaliyah@jazo.org.il
CANADA



Toronto

Tel. (416) 633-4766

E-mail aliyahto@bellnet.ca
Montreal

Tel:(514) 739-7300  

ext. 3102

E-mail mtlaliyah@jazo.org.il
United Kingdom


London
Tel. (208) 369-5220

E-mail aliyahlondon@jafi.org.uk

Manchester

Tel: (161) 740-2864

E-mail aliyahmanchester@jafi.org.uk
SOUTH AFRICA


Johannesburg

Tel. (011) 645-2530 
E-mail aliya@beyachad.co.za
Cape Town

Tel: (021) 464-6700

E-mail shaliach@ctjc.co.za
AUSTRALIA



Melbourne

Tel. (03) 9272-5688

E-mail Ozaliya@aliya.com.au
Sydney

Tel: (02) 9360-2368

E-mail Aliyansw@ihug.com.au
GREECE

Athens

Tel: (01) 322-6608

E-mail ninetam@can.gr

GERMANY

Berlin

Tel: (030) 881-9425

E-mail

 Jafi.berlin@t-online.de
Frankfurt

Tel: (069) 943-3340

E-mail Jafi.Frankfurt@t-online.de
HOLLAND

Amsterdam

Tel: (020) 645-9465

E-mail aliya.nl@planet.nl
HUNGARY

Budapest

Tel: (031) 374-3070

ITALY

Rome

Tel: (066) 880-5290

E mail: sochnut@tiscali.net.it

SWEDEN

Stockholm

Tel: (08) 662-1665

E-mail aliyah@telia.com
SWITZERLAND

Geneva

Tel: (022) 908-0500

TURKEY

Istanbul

Tel: (021) 2317-6554 
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